The first records of Leishmania (Leishmania) amazonensis in dogs (Canis familiaris) diagnosed clinically as having canine visceral leishmaniasis from Araçatuba County, São Paulo State, Brazil.
Two cases of Leishmania (Leishmania) amazonensis are reported in the domestic dog (Canis familiaris). These are the first records of this parasite in this species. The animals lived in the endemic visceral leishmaniasis area of Araçatuba, São Paulo State, Brazil and were initially diagnosed, on clinical grounds, as having visceral leishmaniasis. Attempted parasite isolation from inguinal lymph node aspirates was unsuccessful and the indirect immunofluorescent test for visceral leishmaniasis was negative in both cases. Parasites were seen in cytological preparations of their lymph nodes and the DNA obtained from these same tissues produced the expected fragment in a Leishmania specific rDNA based PCR assay. The products only hybridized with the L. (L.) amazonensis specific probe S8. No human cases of L. (L.) amazonensis have been reported in this region. These results suggest that L. (L.) amazonensis is being transmitted in the peridomestic habitat and that this parasite is responsible for a clinical condition that is similar to visceral leishmaniasis caused by L. (L.) i. chagasi that is present in the same area.